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Medical  Officer’s  Report 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1895. 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

The  year  1895  has  presented  nothing  remarkable  in  the  state  of  the 
health  of  the  district.  There  was  an  outbreak  of  Influenza  in  the 
early  part  of  the  year,  but  fortunately  was  not  of  so  severe  a  type  as 
in  previous  years.  It  was  recorded  as  a  cause  of  death  in  two  instances. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  also  prevalent  in  the  early  part  of  the  year, 
chiefly  at  Kirkby  Overblow  and  Tockwith.  At  Kirkby  Overblow  there 
were  nine  cases  reported  with  one  death ;  it  was  a  continuation 
of  the  epidemic  reported  last  year,  and  recurred  several  times. 
At  Tockwith  the  state  of  affairs  was  more  serious.  There  were 
twenty-eight  cases  reported,  and  of  these  four  ended  fatally.  In  the 
Special  Keport  I  submitted  to  the  Council  in  October  will  be  found 
particulars  of  the  outbreak.  The  spread  of  the  disease  was  apparently 
due  to  the  attendance  at  school  of  children  convalescent  from  fever,^ 
but  whose  clothing  had  not  been  properly  disinfected.  In  both  these 
villages  it  was  found  necessary  to  close  the  schools. 

At  Collingham,  Linton  and  Bardsey  Scarlet  Fever  occurred  in  the 
latter  part  of  the'  year.  The  cases  were  apparently  connected  and 
arose  from  one  farm,  although  the  original  source  of  the  disease  was 
obscure. 

In  Wetherby  there  have  been  eleven  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  though 
not  very  closely  related  to  each  other.  Three  cases  were  traceable  to  a 
visitor  from  a  fever-smitten  house  in  Leeds ;  four  cases  occurred  simul¬ 
taneously  immediately  after  the  visit  of  many  holiday  children  at 
Whitsuntide  ;  four  cases  were  sporadic. 

I  have  systematically  visited  the  various  parts  of  the  district  during 
the  year,  in  addition  to  special  visits  as  occasion  required.  I  have  been 
glad  to  see  in  some  places  more  attention  shown  to  sanitary  matters, 
but  look  forward  to  a  more  universal  comprehension  of  the  advantages 
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to  health  and  life  in  having  a  perfectly  sanitary  dwelling,  with  its 
necessary  warmth  and  ventilation,  supplemented  by  a  pure  and  suffi¬ 
cient  supply  of  water. 

At  Kirkby  Overblow  I  found  several  of  the  farms  and  houses  in  an 
insanitary  condition;  also  an  offensive  untrapped  gully  in  the  street. 
The  Sanitary  Inspector  under  the  direction  of  the  Sanitary  Committee 
is  endeavouring  to  remedy  the  nuisance  by  an  extension  of  the  drain 
already  existing  to  the  insanitary  places. 

At  Sicklinghall  a  complaint  was  made  of  the  pollution  of  a  stream 
by  sewage  matter.  It  is  at  present  receiving  the  attention  of  the  Sani¬ 
tary  Committee.  Steps  are  being  taken  for  the  closing  of  a  house  unfi^ 
for  human  habitation. 

Tockwith  I  found  much  in  the  condition  reported  twelve  months 
ago. 

At  Boston  Spa  the  discharge  of  sewage  into  the  river  still  continues. 
Bickerton  shows  signs  of  a  little  more  enterprise,  most  of  the  sinks 
having  been  disconnected  and  trapped,  and  gullies  provided  for  the  use 
of  the  inhabitants. 

In  March  I  prepared  a  Special  Eeport  of  the  common  lodging  house 
in  Wetherby  with  the  result  that  the  Council,  after  due  consideration, 
decided  to  close  the  house.  There  are  still  places  in  Wetherby  not 
ideal  in  their  sanitation,  but  no  doubt  in  due  course  they  will  receive 
attention. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act  is  not  yet  in  force  in  the  dis¬ 
trict.  Advantage  would  be  obtained  by  its  adoption,  especially  in 
view  of  the  erection  of  an  Isolation  Hospital.  ^ 

During  the  year  I  have  directed  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
as  far  as  I  am  at  liberty  to  do.  I  enclose  a  copy  of  his  Eeport  from 
which  I  gather  there  have  been  684  nuisances  reported  during  1895. 
Of  these  408  have  been  abated,  leaving,  with  150  unabated  in  December 
1894,  426  nuisances  unabated. 

In  June  a  letter  was  received  from  the  Local  Government  Board  re¬ 
questing  that  the  Sanitary  Inspector  should  devote  his  whole  time  to 
the  sanitary  work  of  the  district.  This  request  has  been  complied  with, 
and  I  hope  will  result  in  an  improved  sanitary  condition. 

I  have  attended  the  various  meetings  of  the  Council,  and  from  time 
to  time  reported  upon  the  health  of  the  district  and  the  various  causes 
of  sickness  and  mortality.  After  the  late  Eural  Sanitary  Authority 
became  the  District  Council  it  was  apparent  that  owing  to  increase  in 
work  and  membership  so  large  a  body  could  not  follow  successfuly  the 
details  of  sanitary  matters.  I  advised  the  Council  to  form  a  Sanitary 
Sub-Committee  who  were  to  take  charge  of  all  sanitary  matters,  and 
submit  their  minutes  and  reports  of  their  officers  to  the  regular  meet¬ 
ings  of  the  Council.  This  course  has  been  followed,  and  the  Sub-Corn- 
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mittee  has  relieved  the  Council  of  much  work,  and  has  given  a  great 
impetus  to  sanitary  matters. 

In  February  the  management  of  the  sanitary  affairs  of  the  parish  of 
Wether hy  were  delegated  to  a  Parochial  Committee  composed  of  the 
Rural  District  Councillors  for  Wetherby,  and  the  members  of  the 
Wetherby  Parish  Council.  This  Parochial  Committee  was  to  take 
charge  of  the  scavenging  of  the  town,  manage  the  sewage  farm,  and 
attend  to  the  sanitary  matters  of  Wetherby — under  the  supervision 
of  the  District  Council.  This  worked  well  until  the  two  authorities 
disagreed  over  the  abatement  of  certain  nuisances,  resulting  in 
the  dissolution  of  the  Parochial  Committee  after  an  existence  of  seven 
months. 

At  Boston-cum-Clifford  a  similar  arrangement  was  made  in  June> 
but  in  this  case  matters  have  gone  on  more  smoothly. 

During  the  year  several  matters  of  great  sanitary  importance  have 
come  before  the  Council,  which  have  occupied  much  time  and  required 
very  careful  attention. 

In  May  a  correspondence  occurred  in  the  columns  of  the  “  Yorkshire 
Post  ”  and  of  the  local  papers  on  the  insanitary  condition  of  Boston  Spa 
with  the  unsatisfactory  cleansing  of  cesspools,  etc.  In  July  a  letter  on 
the  same  subject  was  received  by  the  District  Council  from  the  County 
Council,  and  also  one  from  the  Local  Government  Board,  the  latter 
containing  a  complaint  from  the  County  Council.  In  August  the 
County  Council  sent  another  letter  enquiring  what  steps  had  been 
taken  in  the  matter.  In  September  a  conference  took  place  between 
the  Sanitary  Committee  and  the  Parochial  Committee  of  Boston  Spa. 
The  sanitary  condition  of  the  village  and  the  methods  of  improving  it 
were  discussed.  The  Parochial  Committee  were  of  opinion  that  the 
cesspool  system  if  properly  worked,  and  the  number  of  cesspools  in¬ 
creased,  would  remedy  the  matter.  They  also  asked  for  time  in  which 
to  carry  out  their  plans.  The  Sanitary  Committee,  as  a  result  of  their 
visit,  made  the  following  report  to  the  District  Council : — 

“  The  Parochial  Committee  have  undertaken,  and  are  confident  that 
they  can  meet,  the  requirements  of  the  Local  Government  Board  by 
providing  tanks  wherever  necessary,  and  preventing  the  pollution  of 
the  river,  and  otherwise  improving  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  village 
by  the  better  supervision  of  the  cleansing  of  ashpits  and  cesspools. 
Already  the  owners  of  property  have  been  at  considerable  expense  in 
making  tanks  and  drains.  The  Sub-Committee  recommend  that  under 
the  circumstances  the  Parochial  Committee  should  have  sufficient  time 
to  enable  them  to  accomplish  their  object.” 

This  report  was  adopted  by  the  District  Council  at  their  meeting  on 
the  3rd  of  October. 

On  October  9th,  1895,  a  further  letter  was  received  from  the  County 
Council  asking  for  a  reply  to  their  letter  of  July. 
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In  regard  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  Tockwith  a  communication 
asking  what  the  Rural  District  Council  intended  doing  was  received 
from  the  Local  Government  Board  in  May.  This  was  followed  by 
another  letter  in  June.  In  August  the  Sanitary  Committee  paid  a 
visit  to  Tockwith,  making  a  thorough  inspection  of  the  village,  and  re¬ 
porting  to  the  Council  as  follows — ‘‘  The  Committee  have  inspected 
the  drainage  of  Tockwith  and  found  it  to  be  in  a  very  unsatisfactory 
state,  and  detrimental  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants.”  At  a  meeting 
of  the  Council  in  September  the  Tockwith  drainage  was  discussed,  and 
the  following  resolution  was  passed — “  That  the  drainage  of  Tockwith 
be  deferred  for  six  months,  and  that  in  the  meantime  notice  be  served 
on  all  the  owners  where  nuisances  existed  to  abate  the  same.” 

The  letter  from  the  Local  Government  Board  in  May  also  drew  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  the  water  supply  of  Wetherby.  A  reply 
was  sent  to  the  effect  “that  owing  to  the  diminishing  rateable  value  it 
would  be  disastrous  to  add  another  heavy  burden  to  the  rates  by  provid¬ 
ing  a  water  supply  for  so  small  a  township.”  This  reply  does  not 
appear  to  have  given  satisfaction  to  the  Local  Government  Board  as  on 
the  26th  of  June  a  letter  was  received  by  the  Council  to  the  following 
effect,  “  With  respect  to  the  water  supply  of  Wetherby  I  am  to  state 
that  the  Board  cannot  regard  the  statement  in  your  letter  as  a  sufficient 
reason  for  permitting  the  supply  to  remain  in  its  present  unsatisfactory 
condition,  and  to  express  the  Board’s  regret  that  the  Rural  District 
Council  have  not  seen  fit  to  deal  without  further  delay  with  this  im¬ 
portant  matter.” 

In  November  Dr.  Whitelegge,  the  County  Medical^Officer,  with  Mr. 
Holmes,  the  County  Sanitary  Inspector,  visited  Boston-cum-Clifford, 
Tockwith  and  Wetherby. 

In  regard  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  satisfactory  progress  has  been 
made.  A  sub-committee  was  appointed  in  February  to  consider  the 
question,  and  in  May  the  committee  having  made  their  report  the 
Council  decided  to  erect  a  hospital.  Suitable  plans  were  agreed  upon 
and  sent  up  to  the  Local  Government  Board.  The  hospital  is  to  be 
built  on  the  site  already  purchased  at  Sicklinghall,  and  to  contain  six 
beds.  In  November  Arnold  Royle,  Esq.,  C.B.,  on  behalf  of  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  held  an  inquiry  at  the 
Town  Hall,  Wetherby,  in  regard  to  the  application  for  the  necessary 
loan.  There  was  no  opposition  to  the  scheme.  The  Inspector  visited 
the  site  and  suggested  certain  improvements. 

There  have  been  242  deaths  during  the  year  as  against  336  births, 
making  a  death  rate  of  16’72  per  1000;  and  a  general  birth  rate  of 
23-22  per  1000. 

The  mortality  from  infectious  diseases  has  been  11  per  10,000,  being 
an  increase  of  6-9  as  compared  with  last  year. 

In  the  following  table  will  be  found  a  comparison  of  the  death  rates 
for  the  last  two  years  in  the  various  parishes  of  the  Union  : — 
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Districts  arranged  according  to 
Parish  Council  area. 

Estimated 
population  in 
the  middle 
of  1895. 

Birth  Rate 
per  1000 
in  1896. 

Death 
Rate 
per  1000 
in  1894. 

Death. 
Rate 
per  lOOO 
in  1895. 

Bramham-with-Oglethorpe . . . 

990 

27-27 

18-0 

24-24 

Clifford-cum-Boston  . 

2017 

20*32 

17-54 

20-32 

Collingham  . 

320 

15-62 

9-0 

21-87 

Harewood  . 

700 

20-0 

4-5 

4-28 

East  Keswick  . 

458 

30-56 

6-75 

13-1 

Kirk  Deighton  . 

366 

30-05 

21-0 

10-92 

Rigton  (North) . 

325 

27-65 

20-85 

18-46 

Shadwell  . 

856 

23-36 

11-4  (?) 

19-85 

Spofforth . 

737 

20-35 

24-0 

20-35 

Thorner . 

826 

23-0 

17-8 

9-68 

Thorparch . 

281 

24-9 

70 

24-09 

Tockwith . 

500 

32-0 

10-0 

18-0 

Weeton  . 

297 

26-93 

10-6 

20-2 

Wetherby  . 

1777 

19-69 

16-82 

16-31 

Kirkby  Overblow . 

287 

31-35 

— 

24-39 

Other  Parishes  . 

3299 

25-76 

14-34 

13-64 

It  will  be  noticed  that  Kirkby  Overblow,  Thorparch,  and  Bramham 
have  all  a  death  rate  of  over  24  per  1000.  Oollingham  has  21  "87  per 
1000  ;  Spofforth  20'35  (last  year  24*0  per  1000) ;  Weeton  20*2  ;  Olif- 
ford-cum-Boston  20 •32.  It  is  also  noteworthy  that  Harewood  has  for 
two  years  had  the  lowest  death  rate  (4*5  in  1894,  4*28  in  1895.) 

The  death  rate  amongst  infants  under  one  year  is  116 ’07  per  1000 
registered  births.  In  1894  it  was  10T6,  an  increase  of  14*47.  The 
highest  infant  mortality  was  at  Bramham,  forming  33  per  cent,  of  the 
deaths. 

The  deaths  from  Phthisis  formed  9 '02  per  cent,  of  registered  deaths. 
Out  of  7  deaths  at  Kirkby  Overblow  3  were  from  Phthisis ;  and  of  G 
deaths  at  Weeton  2  were  from  Phthisis  (in  1894  one  out  of  three  were 
from  Phthisis). 

Respiratory  diseases  accounted  for  20'66  per  cent,  of  the  deaths. 
There  were  36 ’07  per  cent,  of  deaths  over  65  years  of  age,  and  16’11 
per  cent,  under  one  year.  The  total  number  of  deaths  over  65  years 
and  under  one  year  account  for  52‘81  per  cent,  of  the  registered  deaths. 
There  were  seven  deaths  in  the  Workhouse  compared  with  twelve  the 
previous  year. 

I  enclose  copies  of  the  A.  B.  and  0.  statistical  reports  of  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  County  Council. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  thank  the  Council  for  their  continued  kind¬ 
ness  and  courtesy,  and  the  Sanitary  Committee  for  their  assistance  ia 
carrying  out  sanitary  reform. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  A.  HARGREAVES. 


March,  1896. 


6 

TABLE  C.  1895. 


- 0 - 

Wetherby  Riiral  District  Council  Sanitary  District, 

- 0 - 

Medical  Officer  of  Health — James  Arthur  Hargreaves. 

Term  of  Appointment,  Annual.  Present  Salary,  <£100. 

Special  Eeports  presented  during  1895 — 

Common  Lodging  House,  Wetherby,  March,  1895. 

Scarlet  Fever  at  Tockwith,  October  23rd,  1895. 

Sanitary  Inspector — Arthur  E.  Clark. 

Salary,  £65,  to  include  all  travelling  expenses. 

Rateable  Value  (1895)  for  Poor  Pate,  £111,674. 

„  ,,  ,,  for  General  District  Pate,  £111,674. 

General  District  Pate — Averages  Is.  throughout  the  district. 
Water  Supply — Any  extension  or  change  during  1895  ?  No. 

Total  number  of  Houses  having  Public  Supply  ?  Indefinite 
number  from  Public  Wells. 

Average  daily  consumption  per  head '?  No  definite  supply. 
Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal — Wetherby  Township  Filteration. 
Extension  or  Improvements  during  1895  1  None. 

Action  on  Lead  One  sample  analysed  had  absorbent  power. 
Scavenging — Are  the  privy  middens,  &c.,  cleansed  by  sanitary  staff, 
by  contractors,  or  by  tenants  By  all  three. 

Frequency  ?  When  necessary.  Annual  cost,  £230,  about. 

Is  the  present  arrangement  satisfactory  ?  No. 

Bye-Laws,  Pegulations  and  Adoptive  Acts — 

Infectious  Disease  Notification  Act,  1889.  Adopted  October 
28th,  1889. 

Infectious  Disease  Prevention  Act,  1890.  Not  adopted. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890.  Not  adopted. 
Pegulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 
Orders.  Not  adopted. 


Regulated  Buildings, 
Trades,  &c. 

Number. 

Registered.  Inspected. 

General 

Condition. 

Legal 

Proceedings 
(if  any). 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

3 

3 

Fair. 

Canal  Boats . 

Slaughter  Houses . 

21 

21 

Bakehouses . . 

1 

1 

Dairies . 

37 

27 

Cowsheds . 

70 

50 

Milkshops  . 

3 

— 

Offensive  Trades . 

None. 

None. 

(Please  specify  nature.) 

Schemes  before  L.G.B.  Erection  of  Hospital,  Sicklinghall,  November 
27th,  1895. 

L.G.B.  Enquiries.  One. 

L.G.B.  Inspections.  One. 


do. 

do. 
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Births — (a)  Number  of  each  sex  : — Males  175.  Females  161. 

(b)  Number  Illegitimate,  included  in  the  above,  19. 

Deaths — (a)  Number  of  each  sex  ; — Males  97.  Females  100. 

(b)  Number  Uncertified,  included  in  the  above, 

Death  Returns — What  correction  (if  any)  is  made  for  non-residents 
dying  within  the  District '?  None. 

Are  any  Returns  obtained  of  deaths  of  residents  occurring  in 
public  institutions  (Workhouses,  Hospitals,  &c.),  outside 
the  District  ?  No, 

Hospital  for  Infectious  Diseases — 

Number  of  Beds,  3.  Charges  to  Patients,  None. 

Additions  or  Alterations  during  1895.  None. 

W^hat  Diseases  are  admitted  ?  Small-pox. 

How  many  different  Diseases  at  one  time  ?  Only  Small-pox. 
Disinfection.  Apparatus  (Steam '?  Hotair'?) — Sulphur. 

Sanitary  Work — 

Number  of  Houses  built  during  1895 — 2  in  Urban  Townships. 
House  to  House  Inspection  during  1895,  258. 

Total  Number  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1894,  150. 

At  close  of  1895,  426.  Reported  during  1895,  684. 

Abated  during  1895,  408. 

Total  Number  of  Summonses,  or  other  Legal  Proceedings '?  None. 
House  Drainage  : — No.  of  Sinks  disconnected  during  1895,  207, 

„  trapped  ^  „  „  207. 

Closets.  Approximate  Number  of  each  kind  in  District — 

W.C.,  Not  known.  Trough-G.,  Rone.  Slop-C.  (Waste-water 
C.),  None.  Pail,  Pan  or  Tub-C.,  Not  known.  Covered 
Privy-Middens,  Not  known.  Uncovered  Privy-Middens, 
Not  known.  Number  constructed  during  1894,  7.  Kinds, 
Midden  Privies. 

What  action  has  been  taken  in  regard  to  the  following  matters  1 

Houses  unfit  for  habitation,  2  closed.  Overcrowding,  3  closed. 
Seizure  of  Unsound  Food,  None.  Prosecutions,  None. 

Samples  taken  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  None. 
Prosecutions,  None. 

River  Pollution,  7.  Smoke  Abatement,  None. 

Workshops,  None. 


WETHERBY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 

Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector^ s  Report. 


Tabic  of  Nuisances  Reported  and  Abated  during  the  year 

ending  December,  1895. 

Houses,  Dirty  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

„  Overcrowded  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

,,  Damp  or  Dilapidated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 
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Houses,  Defective  Eaves,  Spouts,  or  Fall  Pipes  .. 
Badly  Drained 
Without  Drains  or  Sinks 
Without  sufficient  Privy  Accommodation 
Dilapidated  and  Offensive  Privies 
Dirty  Privies 

Drains  Temporarily  Stopped 
Dilapidated  Pumps 
Want  of  Cesspools 
Want  of  Manure  Pits 
Want  of  Water  for  Domestic  Purposes  .. 
F^umber  of  Street  Gullies  Stopped 
Offensive  accumulations  ... 

Offensive  Pigsty es 
Offensive  Cowsheds  or  Stables  ... 
Pollutions  into  Rivers,  Ditches,  &c. 
Polluted  Wells 

No.  of  Houses  Nuisances  found... 

Total  number  of  Nuisances  found 


)> 


jj 


>) 
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35 


35 


33 


33 


33 
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33 


33 


33 


33 


33 


33 


33 


33 


33 


35 


33 


33 


35 


35 


55 


53 


35 


53 


33 


33 


55 


33 


35 


35 


Notice  and  Letters  Served 
Dwelling-houses  unfit  for  habitation  closed 

rendered  fit  for  habitation 
Cleansed... 

Overcrowded  dealt  with 
„  ,,  Defective  Spouting  dealt  with  . 

Number  of  New  Midden  Privies  built 

Old  Midden  Privies  repaired  ... 

Old  Midden  Privies  converted  into  Waterclosets 
Closets  cleansed  and  whitewashed 
Drains  reconstructed  ... 

New  Drains  constructed 
New  Drains  connected  to  the  Sewer  .. 

Drains  disconnected  ... 

Cesspools  constructed  .. 

Cesspools  abolished 
Public  or  Private  Wells  abolished 
Public  or  Private  Wells  cleansed 
Public  or  Private  Pumps  repaired 
Public  or  Private  Pumps  erected 
Pollutions  into  River  Streams  or  Ditches  abated 
Offensive  accumulations  removed 
Manure  Pits  erected  ... 

Cowsheds,  Stables,  Pigstyes,  repaired  and  drained 
Slaughter-houses  visited 
Lodging-houses  visited 
Cowsheds  visited 
Houses  for  work  done... 
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Total  number  of  Nuisances  abated 


11 

35 

214 

3 

198 

3 
7 
7 

4 
10 

6 

11 

42 

25 

74 

6 

439 

684 

288 

2 

12 

10 

3 

7 

81 

2 

3 

27 

105 

59 

207 

3 

6 

6 

7 

7 

11 

6 

12 

10 

3 

12 

113 

408 


